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ABSTRACT
This paper explores the theme of religion in Romantic poetry, focusing on the
works of prominent Romantic poets such as William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, and Percy Bysshe Shelley. The Romantic era, spanning from the late 18th
to the early 19th century, witnessed a significant shift in literary and philosophical
thought, including a reevaluation of religious beliefs and spirituality.
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INTRODUCTION

Religion has been a prominent theme in the realm of literature and art throughout
human history, and it found its expression in various forms and genres. One such genre
where religion found a profound presence and significance was Romantic poetry. The
Romantic era, which spanned the late 18th and early 19th centuries, was characterized
by a focus on individual emotions, imagination, and a longing for spiritual
transcendence. In this context, religion played a crucial role in shaping the themes,
imagery, and philosophical inquiries of Romantic poets.

During the Romantic period, there was a significant shift in the perception of
religious experience. The Enlightenment, which preceded the Romantic era, had
emphasized reason, science, and skepticism, often challenging traditional religious
beliefs. However, the Romantics sought to rekindle a sense of wonder, mystery, and
awe in the face of the divine, exploring the realms of spirituality, the sublime, and the
supernatural.

Romantic poets delved into religious themes not merely as dogmatic adherents
or theologians, but rather as individuals grappling with questions of faith, the nature of
God, and the purpose of existence. They sought to evoke a sense of the numinous, the
ineffable, and the transcendent through their poetic language and imagery. This was
often achieved by drawing upon biblical allusions, mythological references, and
personal religious experiences.

One of the key aspects of religious exploration in Romantic poetry was the
celebration of nature as a manifestation of the divine. Poets such as William
Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and Percy Bysshe Shelley, among others,
found solace and spiritual inspiration in the beauty and grandeur of the natural world.
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They viewed nature as a sacred space where the presence of God could be felt and
contemplated.

Moreover, Romantic poets often grappled with theodicy, the problem of evil,
and the tensions between human suffering and divine benevolence. They questioned
traditional religious doctrines and sought to reconcile the existence of evil with the
notion of a loving and omnipotent God. This exploration of human suffering and the
search for meaning in a chaotic world gave rise to profound philosophical and
theological inquiries within the realm of Romantic poetry.

CONCLUSION

Religion played a significant role in Romantic poetry, although its portrayal
varied among different poets. The Romantic period, which spanned from the late 18th
to the early 19th century, was characterized by a profound interest in the individual's
emotions, nature, and the sublime. While some Romantic poets embraced traditional
religious beliefs, others questioned or rejected them in favor of a more personal and
subjective spirituality.

Many Romantic poets, such as William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, sought solace and inspiration in nature, viewing it as a source of spiritual
renewal and transcendence. They often depicted nature as a manifestation of divine
beauty and emphasized its ability to evoke profound emotions and a sense of the
sublime. For these poets, encounters with the natural world were akin to religious
experiences, providing a connection to a higher power and a deeper understanding of
the self.

However, not all Romantic poets shared this perspective. Some, like Percy
Bysshe Shelley and Lord Byron, expressed skepticism towards organized religion and
criticized its institutionalized forms. They questioned traditional religious doctrines
and institutions, often highlighting the hypocrisy and oppressive nature associated with
them. These poets sought to liberate the individual from the constraints of religious
orthodoxy and advocated for a more personal and imaginative approach to spirituality.
While Romantic poetry encompassed a wide range of attitudes towards religion, it is
important to note that the movement as a whole marked a shift towards a more
subjective and individualistic understanding of spirituality. The Romantics celebrated
the power of the imagination, the emotions, and the individual's capacity for self-
expression. They sought to explore the depths of human experience, including the
spiritual realm, through their poetry. Whether through a reaffirmation of traditional
religious beliefs or a rejection of established doctrines, religion remained a central
theme in Romantic poetry, reflecting the writers' engagement with the profound
questions of existence, meaning, and transcendence.
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1. William Blake: Blake's poetry often explores religious and spiritual themes. In his
collection "Songs of Innocence and of Experience," he presents contrasting views of
religion, particularly in poems like "The Lamb" and "The Tyger,” where he
contemplates the nature of God and the presence of evil.

2. Samuel Taylor Coleridge: Coleridge, in his famous poem "The Rime of the Ancient
Mariner," incorporates religious symbolism and themes of sin, guilt, and redemption.
The mariner's journey and his encounter with supernatural elements are deeply
intertwined with religious imagery.

3. William Wordsworth: Wordsworth's poetry often reflects his spiritual beliefs and his
reverence for nature as a source of divine presence. In his poem "Tintern Abbey," he
explores the connection between nature, the human soul, and a higher spiritual power.
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