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Abstract: This thesis examines the poetry of Langston Hughes, focusing on
themes of identity, race, and social justice prevalent in his works. Hughes's poetry
serves as a reflection of the African American experience in the early to mid-20th
century United States, celebrating cultural identity, critiquing social injustice, and
advocating for empowerment and resilience. Through a close analysis of selected
poems such as "The Negro Speaks of Rivers,"” "Harlem (Dream Deferred),” and
"Mother to Son," this study explores how Hughes navigates the complexities of race
and identity while addressing universal themes that resonate across cultures. By
contextualizing Hughes's poetry within the socio-political landscape of his time and
examining its enduring relevance in contemporary society, this thesis seeks to
illuminate the profound impact of Hughes's literary legacy on the ongoing struggle for
equality and social change.
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Introduction: Langston Hughes, a seminal figure in American literature,
remains celebrated for his poetry, which encapsulates the essence of the African
American experience while advocating for social justice and equality. Born in 1902 in
Joplin, Missouri, Hughes emerged as a leading voice of the Harlem Renaissance, a
cultural and intellectual movement that flourished in the 1920s and 1930s. His poetry,
characterized by its lyrical intensity, social consciousness, and vivid imagery, captures
the struggles, triumphs, and complexities of African American life during a tumultuous
period in American history.

This introduction provides an overview of the themes and significance of
Hughes's poetry, emphasizing its enduring relevance in contemporary discourse on
identity, race, and social justice. Through an exploration of selected poems and critical
analysis, this study aims to elucidate the profound impact of Hughes's literary legacy
on the literary canon and the ongoing fight for equality and justice in American society.

In this context, the introduction outlines the structure of the thesis, highlighting
the key themes and methodologies employed in the analysis of Hughes's poetry. By
situating Hughes within the socio-political landscape of his time and examining the
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intersectionality of his works with broader cultural and historical contexts, this study
seeks to provide a comprehensive understanding of his contributions to American
literature and the enduring resonance of his poetry in shaping contemporary
conversations on race, identity, and social justice.

Main part.

Early Life and Influences: This section will provide background information on
Langston Hughes's upbringing, education, and early influences. It will explore how his
experiences shaped his This thesis examines the poetry of Langston Hughes, focusing
on themes of identity, race, and social justice prevalent in his works. worldview and
informed his poetry, focusing on key influences such as his childhood in the Midwest,
his travels abroad, and his encounters with racism and discrimination.

Harlem Renaissance and Cultural Identity: This chapter will examine Hughes's
role in the Harlem Renaissance, a vibrant cultural and intellectual movement that
celebrated African American art, music, and literature. It will analyze how Hughes's
poetry contributed to the flowering of black culture during this period and how he
articulated a sense of cultural identity and pride through his works.

Themes of Race and Social Justice: This section will delve into Hughes's
exploration of race and social justice in his poetry. It will analyze how he critiqued the
pervasive racism and inequality of American society, addressing themes such as
segregation, discrimination, and the African American struggle for civil rights. Poems
such as "The Negro Speaks of Rivers" and "I, Too, Sing America" will be closely
examined to illustrate Hughes's engagement with these issues.

Empowerment and ResilienceHere, the focus will be on Hughes's portrayal of
African American resilience and empowerment in the face of adversity. The chapter
will analyze how he celebrated the strength and endurance of black individuals and
communities, offering messages of hope and resilience in poems like "Mother to Son™
and "Still Here."

Intersectionality and Universal Themes: This section will explore the
intersectionality of race, class, and gender in Hughes's poetry. It will examine how he
addressed universal themes of love, longing, and human experience while also
highlighting the unique challenges faced by African American women and other
marginalized groups. Poems such as "Dream Boogie™ and "Madam and the Phone Bill"
will be analyzed to illustrate Hughes's nuanced portrayal of identity and social
dynamics.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance: The final chapter will assess the enduring
legacy of Langston Hughes's poetry and its contemporary relevance. It will examine
how his works continue to inspire and provoke readers, shaping conversations on race,
identity, and social justice in the 21st century. The chapter will also consider Hughes's
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influence on subsequent generations of writers and activists, highlighting his ongoing
Impact on American literature and culture.

Each chapter will include close readings of selected poems, critical analysis of
thematic elements, and discussion of relevant historical and cultural contexts. Through
this comprehensive examination, the main part of the thesis will provide a nuanced
understanding of Langston Hughes's poetry and its significance in the broader
landscape of American literature and social activism.

Conclusion: Langston Hughes's poetry stands as a testament to the enduring
power of art to illuminate the human experience and advocate for social change.
Throughout his body of work, Hughes deftly navigates themes of identity, race, and
social justice, offering a poignant reflection of the African American experience while
also addressing universal themes that resonate across cultures and generations.
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