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Annotation: Word formation is the process of creating new words from existing 

ones. There are many different ways to form new words, but some of the most 

productive types include: 

• Affixation: Adding prefixes or suffixes to words to change their meaning, part of 

speech, or both. For example, the prefix "un-" can be added to the adjective "happy" to 

create the adjective "unhappy", or the suffix "-ly" can be added to the adjective "quick" 

to create the adverb "quickly". 

• Compounding: Combining two or more words to create a new word. For example, 

the words "black" and "board" can be combined to create the word "blackboard". 

• Conversion: Changing the part of speech of a word without changing its form. For 

example, the noun "love" can be used as a verb, as in "I love you". 

• Acronyms: Forming a new word from the first letters of a phrase or series of words. 

For example, the word "laser" is an acronym for "light amplification by stimulated 

emission of radiation". 

• Blending: Combining parts of two or more words to create a new word. For example, 

the word "smog" is a blend of the words "smoke" and "fog". 
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Word Formation: Productive Types 

Word formation is the process of creating new words from existing ones. There 

are many different ways to form new words, but some of the most productive types 

include: 

1. Affixation 

Affixation is the process of adding prefixes or suffixes to words to change their 

meaning, part of speech, or both. For example, the prefix "un-" can be added to the 

adjective "happy" to create the adjective "unhappy", or the suffix "-ly" can be added to 

the adjective "quick" to create the adverb "quickly". 

 

2. Compounding 
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Compounding is the process of combining two or more words to create a new word. 

For example, the words "black" and "board" can be combined to create the word 

"blackboard". 

3. Conversion 

Conversion is the process of changing the part of speech of a word without changing 

its form. For example, the noun "love" can be used as a verb, as in "I love you". 

4. Acronms 

Acronyms are formed by taking the first letters of a phrase or series of words and 

combining them to create a new word. For example, the word "laser" is an acronym for 

"light amplification by stimulated emission of radiation". 

5. Blending 

Blending is the process of combining parts of two or more words to create a new word. 

For example, the word "smog" is a blend of the words "smoke" and "fog". 

These are just a few of the many productive types of word formation. New words are 

constantly being created in the English language, and many of them are formed using 

these productive types. 

Examples of Productive Word Formation 

Here are some examples of new words that have been created using productive word 

formation: 

• Affixation: "unfriend" (prefix), "repost" (prefix), "microwave" (suffix) 

• Compounding: "brunch" (breakfast + lunch), "hashtag" (hash + tag), "selfie" (self + 

portrait) 

• Conversion: "text" (noun to verb), "Google" (noun to verb), "like" (noun to verb) 

• Acronyms: "BRB" (be right back), "LOL" (laughing out loud), "FYI" (for your 

information) 

• Blending: "spork" (spoon + fork), "chillax" (chill + relax), "podcast" (iPod + 

broadcast) 

New words are constantly being created in the English language, and many of them are 

formed using productive word formation. These new words help to expand the 

vocabulary of the language and to express new ideas and concepts. 

Extra Information about Word Formation 

Word formation is a complex and fascinating process that allows us to create new 

words to express new ideas and concepts. The five productive types of word formation 

that we discussed earlier (affixation, compounding, conversion, acronyms, and 

blending) are just a few of the many ways that new words can be created. 

Other types of word formation include: 

• Derivation: Creating a new word from an existing word by changing its form. For 

example, the word "teacher" is derived from the verb "teach". 
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• Clipping: Shortening a word to create a new word. For example, the word "phone" 

is a clipping of the word "telephone". 

• Back-formation: Creating a new word by removing a suffix from an existing word. 

For example, the word "edit" is a back-formation of the word "editor". 

• Coinage: Creating a completely new word that has no relation to any existing word. 

For example, the word "Kodak" is a coined word that was invented by the founder of 

the Eastman Kodak Company. 

New words are constantly being created in the English language, and many of 

them are formed using these productive and non-productive types of word formation. 

New words help to expand the vocabulary of the language and to express new ideas 

and concepts. 

Word formation is a creative process that is essential for the growth and 

development of language. It allows us to create new words to express new ideas and 

concepts, and it helps to keep the language vibrant and alive. 

Extra Information about Productive Types of Word Formation 

The five productive types of word formation that we discussed earlier 

(affixation, compounding, conversion, acronyms, and blending) are some of the most 

common ways that new words are created in the English language. Here is some extra 

information about each type: 

Affixation 

Affixation is the most productive type of word formation in English. Affixes are 

morphemes that are added to the beginning (prefixes) or end (suffixes) of words to 

change their meaning, part of speech, or both. For example, the prefix "un-" can be 

added to the adjective "happy" to create the adjective "unhappy", or the suffix "-ly" can 

be added to the adjective "quick" to create the adverb "quickly". 

Compounding 

Compounding is the process of combining two or more words to create a new 

word. For example, the words "black" and "board" can be combined to create the word 

"blackboard". Compounding is a very productive way to create new nouns, adjectives, 

and verbs. 

Conversion 

Conversion is the process of changing the part of speech of a word without 

changing its form. For example, the noun "love" can be used as a verb, as in "I love 

you". Conversion is a very productive way to create new verbs, adjectives, and nouns. 

Acronyms 

Acronyms are formed by taking the first letters of a phrase or series of words 

and combining them to create a new word. For example, the word "laser" is an acronym 

for "light amplification by stimulated emission of radiation". Acronyms are a very 

productive way to create new nouns. 
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Blending 

Blending is the process of combining parts of two or more words to create a new 

word. For example, the word "smog" is a blend of the words "smoke" and "fog". 

Blending is a very productive way to create new nouns and verbs. 

These five productive types of word formation are essential for the growth and 

development of the English language. They allow us to create new words to express 

new ideas and concepts, and they help to keep the language vibrant and alive. 

 

Conclusion 

These are just a few of the many productive types of word formation. New words 

are constantly being created in the English language, and many of them are formed 

using these productive types. Word formation is an essential part of the English 

language. It allows us to create new words to express new ideas and concepts. The 

productive types of word formation discussed in this annotation are some of the most 

common ways that new words are created. 
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