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PORTFOLIO
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A portfolio is a purposeful collection or compilation of works, artifacts, or
evidence that showcases a person's skills, achievements, growth, and learning
progress. It is commonly used in educational settings, professional fields, or creative
industries to provide a comprehensive view of an individual's abilities and
accomplishments. A portfolio can contain various types of materials, such as written
essays, research papers, projects, artwork, photographs, videos, performance
recordings, certifications, and testimonials. It serves as a tangible representation of
skills, experiences, and achievements. Portfolios often include a reflective
component where individuals provide descriptions, explanations, or self-assessment
of the items included. This reflection allows individuals to analyze their own
learning or professional development, identify strengths and areas for improvement,
and showecase their ability to critically reflect on their work. Portfolios can be
physical or digital, with digital portfolios becoming more popular due to their ease
of sharing, accessibility, and multimedia capabilities. Digital platforms or websites
often provide templates or structures for organizing and presenting portfolio
contents effectively. Portfolios can provide progressive and coherent snapshots of a
learner's knowledge, performance and development at particular points in a course
or program. Students may feel that portfolios are fairer than some other assessment
methods, because: they require sustained effort over a long period. A student
portfolio is a collection of student work compiled over time to showcase a learner's
progress, skills, and achievements. This can include project work samples, finished
assignments, case studies, and self-reflections. Student portfolios can be digital or

physical and tailored to specific subjects or projects. There are two main types of
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portfolio assessments: “instructional” or “working” portfolios, and “showcase”
portfolios. Instructional or working portfolios are formative in nature. They allow a
student to demonstrate his or her ability to perform a particular skill. Showcase
portfolios are summative in nature.

Portfolios offer several benefits to students:

1.Documentation of Learning: Portfolios provide a comprehensive record of a
student's learning journey. They document their academic achievements, projects,
assignments, and growth over time, serving as tangible evidence of their progress
and skills development.

2. Reflection and Self-Assessment: As students curate their portfolios, they
engage in reflective practices. They evaluate their own work, identify areas of
strength and areas for improvement, and assess their learning outcomes. This
promotes self-awareness and metacognitive skills.

3. Personalized Learning: Portfolios allow students to personalize their
learning experiences. They can select and showcase their best work, interests, and
areas of passion, demonstrating their unique abilities and strengths. This encourages
autonomy and ownership of learning.

4. Showcasing Skills and Achievements: Portfolios showcase students'
abilities, talents, and achievements. They provide a platform for highlighting
projects, presentations, essays, artwork, or other accomplishments. This can be

valuable for college admissions, scholarships, or employment opportunities.
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