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Abstract: This thesis examines the manifestation of Carpe Diem poetry in the 

works of Christopher Marlowe, the renowned Elizabethan playwright, and poet. 

Through an analysis of selected works such as "The Passionate Shepherd to His Love," 

"Hero and Leander," and "Doctor Faustus," the study explores how Marlowe employs 

the Carpe Diem motif to convey existential themes, the transience of life, and the 

pursuit of pleasure and fulfillment. Marlowe's poetry reflects the broader cultural and 

philosophical currents of the Elizabethan era, inviting readers to contemplate the 

fleeting nature of existence and the imperative to seize moments of joy while 

cautioning against the dangers of excessive indulgence. 
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Introduction: Carpe Diem, Latin for "seize the day," is a timeless motif 

prevalent in literature, urging individuals to live life to the fullest, for tomorrow may 

never come. Christopher Marlowe, a renowned Elizabethan playwright and poet, 

embedded this theme in his works, particularly in his poetry. This thesis explores the 

manifestation of Carpe Diem poetry in Marlowe's oeuvre, analyzing how he employs 

this motif to convey existential themes, the transience of life, and the pursuit of pleasure 

and fulfillment. 

Literary Context and Background: 

Before delving into Marlowe's specific works, it is essential to contextualize 

Carpe Diem poetry within the broader literary landscape of the Elizabethan era. The 

concept of seizing the day originated from Horace's Odes, but it gained prominence 

during the Renaissance, particularly in the works of English poets such as Sir Walter 

Raleigh and Robert Herrick. Marlowe, a contemporary of William Shakespeare, 

contributed significantly to this tradition, albeit with his distinctive style and thematic 

concerns. 

Analysis of Selected Works: 

1. "The Passionate Shepherd to His Love": 

Marlowe's pastoral poem epitomizes the Carpe Diem motif, as the speaker 

entices his beloved to seize the moment and live in idyllic bliss. Through vivid imagery 
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of rural landscapes and promises of eternal joy, Marlowe celebrates the immediacy of 

love and pleasure. However, underlying this pastoral idealism lies a subtle 

acknowledgment of the fleeting nature of happiness and the inevitability of change. 

2. "Hero and Leander": 

In his narrative poem, Marlowe portrays the tragic romance between Hero and 

Leander, weaving themes of love, desire, and mortality. Despite the lovers' passionate 

pursuit of each other, their story ultimately ends in tragedy, underscoring the transient 

nature of human existence. Through the characters' actions and experiences, Marlowe 

explores the tension between seizing the moment and confronting the inexorable 

passage of time. 

3. "The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus": 

While primarily a play, Marlowe's "Doctor Faustus" incorporates elements of 

Carpe Diem philosophy, albeit in a darker context. The titular character, Faustus, seeks 

to seize ultimate knowledge and power through his pact with the devil, Mephistopheles. 

However, his reckless pursuit of worldly pleasures leads to his downfall, illustrating 

the consequences of indulgence without heed for moral and spiritual consequences. 

Conclusion:Christopher Marlowe's exploration of the Carpe Diem motif in his 

poetry reflects the broader cultural and philosophical currents of the Elizabethan era. 

Through his nuanced portrayal of love, desire, and existential themes, Marlowe invites 

readers to contemplate the fleeting nature of life and the imperative to seize moments 

of joy and fulfillment. However, he also warns against the dangers of excessive 

indulgence and neglecting the deeper truths of human existence. Thus, Marlowe's 

Carpe Diem poetry resonates with audiences across centuries, challenging them to 

confront the complexities of mortality and the pursuit of happiness. 
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