ISSN:3030-3613 \L/‘JI TADQIQOTLAR jahon ilmiy — metodik jurnali

TADQIQOTLAR

CHARLESES DICKENS AS A FOUNDER OF CHIRSTMAS GENRE IN
BRITISH LITERATURE

Rashidova Dinora Baxodir qizi

Student at Chirchik State Pedagogical University

Scientific adviser

Khamitov Eldorbek Erkin o‘g‘li

EFL teacher, Chirchik State Pedagogical University, Uzbekistan

ABSTRACT

Charles Dickens’ novels are renowned for their critical examination of Victorian
society, particularly the hardships endured by children and the flaws within the
educational system. Drawing from his own experiences, Dickens used his literary
platform to shed light on the dire conditions of impoverished children and the urgent
need for educational reform. His works, such as “Oliver Twist” and “Nicholas
Nickleby,” not only depict the struggles of youth but also critique the prevailing
societal attitudes towards education. Through his storytelling, Dickens advocated for a
more compassionate approach to education, emphasizing the importance of
Imaginative learning and emotional development. His enduring legacy continues to
influence discussions on child welfare and education, underscoring the transformative
power of literature in shaping social awareness and reform.
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INTRODUCTION

Charles Dickens is often celebrated as a seminal figure in the creation of the
Christmas genre within British literature. His novella, “A Christmas Carol,” written in
1843, is not only a cornerstone of this genre but also a pivotal piece that shaped the
modern conception of Christmas. The story’s success and its enduring appeal have led
to Dickens being associated with the holiday season, so much so that his name and the
festive period are almost synonymous.

FINDINGS

Charles Dickens’ works vividly portray the struggles of childhood and the
deficiencies of the educational system in Victorian England. His novels often highlight
the grim realities faced by children, including poverty, neglect, and lack of access to
quality education. For instance, in “Oliver Twist,” Dickens exposes the harsh
conditions of the workhouse and the criminal underworld that exploits vulnerable
children. In “Nicholas Nickleby,” he criticizes the abusive Y orkshire boarding schools
through the depiction of Dotheboys Hall.
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Dickens’ own difficult childhood experiences deeply influenced his writing. He
used his literature as a platform to raise awareness about the societal need for reform
and the importance of nurturing and educating children properly. His works contributed
to the push for literacy and educational reforms in Victorian Britain, as he believed that
education was a means to improve the lives of the impoverished and to foster a more
equitable society.

In his novels, Dickens didn’t just present the problems; he also offered a critique
of the contemporary attitudes towards children and education. He argued against an
overly utilitarian approach to education, as depicted in “Hard Times,” where he
advocates for imaginative learning and the emotional development of children.

Overall, Dickens’ literature serves as a powerful commentary on the social issues
of his time, particularly the challenges faced by children and the state of education,
which still resonate with readers today.

ANALYZE

Charles Dickens’ role as a pioneer of the Christmas genre in British literature is
both significant and transformative. His novella “A Christmas Carol” is not just a story;
it’s a cultural phenomenon that redefined the celebration of Christmas and established
a new literary genre, Dickens’ Christmas stories, especially “A Christmas Carol,” are
characterized by their focus on social issues, moral lessons, and the importance of
compassion and human connection. His portrayal of Christmas as a time for generosity
and goodwill had a profound impact on Victorian society and shaped the modern
traditions of the holiday. Moreover, Dickens’ personal engagement with social causes
and public life reinforced the themes in his literature. His active involvement in
benevolent causes and his public presence as a speaker and advocate for social reform
echoed the values he depicted in his Christmas stories. In essence, Dickens did not just
write about Christmas; he used the genre to advocate for a better society. His work
encouraged the celebration of Christmas as a time for reflection, transformation, and
hope. This legacy has made him an enduring figure in the Christmas genre and a key
influence on how the holiday is celebrated in literature and beyond.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, Charles Dickens’ literature remains a poignant exploration of the
social challenges of his era, particularly the plight of children and the shortcomings of
the educational system. His vivid storytelling brought to light the injustices faced by
the young, advocating for compassion and reform. Dickens believed in the power of
education to transform society and his legacy continues to inspire discussions about the
importance of nurturing and educating children. His works serve as a reminder of the
enduring impact of literature on social consciousness and the ongoing relevance of
these issues in contemporary society.
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